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STATE-WIDE DATA COVERAGE 

The satellite imagery data underpinning this capability comes from the San 
Francisco start-up company Planet. Their constellation of micro-satellites, 
termed Doves, are each about the size of a loaf of bread and together act like a 
line scanner for the planet. 

By the second quarter of 2017 the number of satellites in the Planet 
constellation will enable imagery to be captured at a 3 m resolution over every 
landmass on the planet on a daily basis – a capacity unparalleled in the 
industry or global history. 

“State-wide imagery data coverage that is ubiquitous, 
continuous, current and highly accessible” 

ACCESS FOR GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

This Queensland Government arrangement allows for Queensland 
Government agencies, Queensland Local Government Authorities and 
Queensland Government Owned Corporations to access this data stream and 
convert it on demand to near-real-time intelligence.   

Satellite data is captured from each satellite and delivered as a scene (like a 
single photograph). Every scene captured since the start of Planet’s operations 
in 2015 right up to the most recent capture (unless that capture was 
obstructed by cloud) are available to you on-demand.  Each quarter, the best 
scenes are periodically assembled into a state-wide mosaic products to act as a 
high-resolution seamless basemap of the entire state.   

The mosaic data is available to you to view through Mosaic Explorer, and 
access to the on-demand scenes is available through Planet Explorer Beta 
or Scenes Explorer. 

INTELLECTUAL OWNERSHIP 

Under the arrangement with Planet, ownership of derived works will remain 
with the creator, with the exception of elevation models and data containing 
the original imagery. 
 

  

A RECENT SUCCESS 
On behalf of all Queensland 
Government entities, the 
Department of Natural 
Resources and Mines 
(DNRM) has brokered access 
to a revolutionary satellite 
imagery capability.   

Leveraging an innovative 
satellite platform technology 
called cubesats, a regular feed 
of high-resolution imagery 
over the entire state of 
Queensland is now accessible 
to you through an easy to use 
platform. 
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INFORMATION MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

The imagery data provided through this agreement is not owned by the State and is 
under international copyright.  The licence granted is for Queensland Government 
entities, defined as:  

• Departments, Agencies, Authority or other part of a State instrumentality 
• Local Government Authority under the Local Government Regulation (2012) 
• Government Owned Corporation or Statutory body under the Government Owned 
Corporations Regulation (2014) 

In accessing or utilising the imagery data, all entities are bound by the end-user 
licence agreement as detailed in the QSat Access Policy. 

SATELLITE OPTIONS 

Throughout the Planet platform, users are able to select from a range of satellite 
imagery types with resolutions ranging from 3m to 30m.  
Within the Planet Explorer Beta and Scenes Explorer, scenes can be downloaded as 
both Visual (orthorectified and processed to remove distortions) and Analytic 
(processed to derive spatial information products for data science and analytics). 
Please refer to the Imagery Product Specifications document for more information. 

 
The Planet application provides a useful interface to discover what Landsat and Sentinel imagery is available over a given 
Queensland location for a given date. Subsequently obtaining that data through Planet may have implications if it is to be 
used for legal proceedings, as it cannot be certified under the legislation. The Department can be contacted via the details 
above for more information about accessing Landsat and Sentinel imagery. 

PLANET EXPLORER (BETA) & SCENES EXPLORER 

The Planet Explorer (Beta) platform is an enhanced version of the Scenes Explorer. Both platforms provide the user with 
the ability to investigate the full time-series of imagery available over a specified location. The Planet Explorer (Beta) has 
the added functionality to compare scenes between dates. The Scenes Explorer includes PlanetScope (3m), RapidEye (5m), 
and Landsat 8 (30m) imagery, while the Planet Explorer (Beta) has these plus Sentinel-2 (10m).  

MOSAIC EXPLORER 

The Mosaic Explorer platform enables the user to view the whole-of-state image mosaic products that Planet acquires 
over Queensland on a quarterly basis. This product was designed for a wide variety of applications that require imagery 
with an accurate geolocation and cartographic projection. It has been processed to remove distortions caused by terrain, 
weather, or seasonal lighting variances, and can be used as a base for cartographic purposes. Each tile is a composite 
(blended) image product made up of several single frame images known as “scenes” (like a single photograph). 

For eligible users, the quarterly mosaics can also be distributed via hard drive to eliminate the need for bulk mosaic tile 
downloads from the Planet platform. Mosaics can be requested via the contact details above. 

 

Planetscope (3m GSD) 

Contact Us 

Department of Natural 
Resources and Mines 
opendata@dnrm.qld.gov.au 

V3.6 

mailto:opendata@dnrm.qld.gov.au

	State-Wide Data Coverage
	Access FOr Government Agencies
	Intellectual Ownership
	Information Management Considerations
	Satellite options
	Planet Explorer (Beta) & Scenes Explorer
	MosAic Explorer



